//'1 ral
Yoo
MRS~

\S;c/ney o[:fue &earn ol)ocomoliue So_ciefy (’\

Antheny Road, West Ryde, N.S.W.

3’;
AA.

e::rend Wew.éie tter

The Editor, tmid ‘—'**”'fﬂf—‘fff:—ff‘
P,0., Box 124.: ; v Bk L : : _
West Ryde., N.S.W. ;
2114 - : s S , '
Voli:7: No. 1. February 1979.

I would like to wish all members a happy New Year and a prosperous one
for the Society. The plans for this year include the continued process of
ﬁround level diiplication and the signal box construction, The -S.LeS.LaSs- will

ost the 1979 Efficiency Trials and the Convention this year will be held in Perth
V‘at the Castledare track. The fact that members of Seocieties in the Eastern

states are prepared to travel to the west coast for the annual convention shows

the strength of the’ miniature live steam movement in this country.

J ohn Lyons.

This event was held early in December The childrens party was enj oyed
by all the youngsters and of course the arrival of Santa hauled by Jack Esdaile's
new 5" gauge 0-6~-0 was a h:.ghlight ‘of the afternoon “Train running was then
enjoyed into, the night as members and friends ‘had a B. B.Q, tea. - ‘About 8. 30pm.
or so rain ste.rted SO we had been fortunate i»i'“,_'hat it had not coime earlier.

A notable event was a dlsplay of high speed electric dra.v:u:g with the
driver carrying his " fuel: ‘Lon the driving censole.

. e Our thanks to Elizabeth Tulloch and the Ladies who. assisted her with ‘bhe
yarty catering and to Bill Edgecombe, our resident Santa, +all of whom made the
day a s'uccess. :

®EXXAXE CHARITY DAY 303t

Saturdsy 24th. February will be & Chapity Day held in aid of the Iantern
Club, This is the Saturday following our own publlc running day, Please
keep-the day in mind. A LA
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21 st October 1978
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During Ja.nua.ry the Soc:.ety was involved in-two exh:.bit:xons, -one. at the
AMP Building at Circular Quay and the other at Centrepoint. . Mike Tyson acted as
co-ordinator-for both of these and at the last meeting was eommended for his effort.

~ One of -our new members; David Price.gave a gread- deal of “his:time;to.:
supervise our display at. Centrepoint,: - Dawvid reports:that man the vis:.tors
showed great interest.in the- display" and he: spent-much time: expls  various
facts about the models., = -Both David and. Don Jones told that.they hid-allowed..
‘ollnd childrento actually: feedl gome-of-the locemotives:. and it would . be: hard to
“~ecribe the’ pleasure these ch:r_ldren derlved from that simple expenenee,

; De.vid was ﬁso thﬁnked i‘or h:l.s effort for tho Soc:.ety and it is hoped
that our runm.ng days wil;L benefrb from the exerc:.se

The questlon as to why we do not hold a public running day :‘.n December
was ra.ised at the December meeting by Ernle Sweet

Thé’ recommendatlon to hold a publle runn:.ng day on 'bhe th:.rd Saturdey in it
December, propesed by Ernie Sweet W’ill be: da.seussed a'b the Aprll meeting of:. the
Soclety s s Tolloring ser own rablis pussdag Ay



i tCeceCunning is to- orgo.nise“ o:hhe ong.
This wi.'tl becheld.on Saturday 31st. March.and will,, 1 behgve" invol' >
running. ’ , e By

ot vebdeh HhdTadi Saiare unable: to stagerdhis- evpnt po¥=
will bbstictiie: 1979 Minipture: Locdnative- Prialsio rsm,zatp a¥s 5osc
~Mike: Tyson; and- Ray;Lee. will - be .the, jomt' ‘rgfmisers, '
for the event will again be dona‘bed by Rhonda a.nd Ar'bhur Mea.rs P

some dotails of ‘bwo new locomot:.ves seen on our traqkwefml&%
A 5"%:gaug i1t by k- Est iyg antoutside framed: 0—6—@ based on

No. rd ‘on Avon'] idlﬂhd J’dnc io‘ ,Ralluay bullt: by
Manchester- in 1878  Censtruction, begzm in October 1977.ond the, ste test :mdzf- :
first run took place in: November 1978 The dry. we:.gh‘b of the 1onomot;lve a.nd L Ed
tender, otp.ls 901‘b " The cyl:.nders a.re A 4" dia. by 2. 125" and“the’ drivir e
are LA s oy %&? “odort s Falve gou Grfiring throuph rockers to
va]dyieswd"ﬁ‘ Hop ot 4 fi: ; IPPEstons e stuihTess wteel fhtted withteflon: Dif

r:.'hgs “and ﬁih ‘:i.’mt éylmdéfs”::(’ SOITHE 1obofnot§vé‘xbmké§'hﬁé Gb@mtmeﬁ e d W;’:G@Q

looks;Like a«qmve«nsir;g lavar thate alse operates :the cylinder drain, cocks “The ‘
i -STe blacl.with polis

T u.npa:.nted ’ 3808,
B "_*&he*G,}B,Bol’hmw

at 10()psi. o5 barrol a.nd wrapper are__g;e rgauge with-10 gauge tube plate,. .
plate and: back head, - A combustion ‘chamber is. fitted as is a stainless steel :
fire arch. - The boiler is lagged with 1/8" asbestos:encased in 18 gauge stainles
steel cleadlng __The boiler ig fed by two injectors and” 4 twin ra:m“teh&er “harid*
pusmp. The steam to the cylinders 18 eontrolled by a d:.se t;y'pe smoke box ‘

regulator, SRS E TR B

Both 10"‘ omotives are*' 1 eredit to” their builders and we should look
forwar "to seeing ‘poth“in regular’ gervdes, 2" AT would 11ke 1o th:mk Jack and Jim
for their notes that made up- this report, =~ o 3 af Ll g

Rommey, - Hythe and Dymchurch Light Railway. el
Ih]_facentum.....;..‘ ATI'lbutG......-ano g Neil Campbeu‘

- Introduction. When I was' attending seoondary school, :one ©of- the tasks
I hod to undertake was to do-a project on any: subject .as part of ‘my: second ‘year e
English . studies. ...0f . eourse the subject I chose had to be " RAILWAYS n a.nd I.~-
included a magazine article written by a GERALD BOI»JMAN B ‘

eld, Bownman: deseribes. an, 1'1terview he had ,in 1937, w1th the lat"e .
‘P_ Howey on: the first: ten, years. of ‘the operation of the ”Rgmmey,ﬁyﬁh‘ and
Dytxghurch Railway,- ;Ao this . intemew with Howey a connection ctween the e
R.H.& D.R, and Australia exists, namely that 'a ot ¢f the capital Howey: usediferuis
finance “to-tild the" pailway’ ‘céifie ‘from Australial thruugh kc.l Esta,te opemtions
in Melbcrurne ‘which he had inherited frow his: furebaress: \
“ My own connéetion with the RiH.& D.R. is because’ of th;e a.c'b 'tha:b mya .

e gauge 4—6—2 e The 014 ‘Girl ™ ‘oears ‘a strong resemblance as i‘o.r ‘as: mtlme to
wou CF the English style 4—6—-2'3 'bha’o oPemte on ‘the ra:lway, 5 e 2y

; Do:.ng some spr:.ng clea.m.ng recen‘bly thls old scheol project ca.mc to hght
so I pass Gorald Bowman's 1937 article ‘on ‘to you'as a tribute to the First Fif'ty
Yeors Operaticn of the R,H.& D.Re Woiiaaas 1 "Icw to, Gerald mean‘s a.r‘bicle.

Trains a Boy Can Drivc, Gorald Boiman visits the world's nost. pcpular ‘railway,

Onc hundred years ago George Stephenson, father of. British Railways,
saw the first real triumph of his dreams and labours. The year 1837 marked:the .
official opening of those short sections of track which were to grow to such
cclossal size; as the .great main lines. Whlch were tc cover. the country to-daya .
Now this marks a coinc:Ldence, because it was in 1837 that a certain Ncrthumbrian -
naned Howey emigrated to the far and mest fabulcus continent cof Australla.. e SR



(3)
Trains a Boy can Drive, cont,

He bought land, He bought shrewdly, in fact, that in a hundred years
his property on the northern fringe of the magnificent Port Philip Bay has become
a great modern city called Melbourne, .

- The rent-roll frem a city the size of Melbourne is large and very plesant,
plesant encugh to enable Capt. J.E.P.Howey, descendant of the pioneer, to turn a
Stephensonian dream into a somewhat expensive realitys Northumbrian shrewdness
and a capacity for hard work have gone one further and made the reality a commercial
success, Scme fellows have all the luck,

Fron the colossus engine, the L.N.E.R.™ Flying Scotsman "Stephenson's
150 tun great - great - grandchild, wo come to the one - third scale " Hurricane "
its perfect crunterpart in miniature, running on only 15 inch gauge, and one of the
crack locomotives of the R.H.& D.Re

™ Hurricane "is the engine Capt. Howey, the owner of the railway drives,
a 4=6=2 Pacific; who has made a schoolboy's dream an engineering reality, the reality
of ‘this. tale is as he told it to me himself,

" You remember Zborowski ?"asked CaptiHowey, as he steered a big 44 litre
.Bentley along the Littlestone Roads "Well, we were both keen on model railways
but in the first place the idea of laying a "real” model railway along this part of
England, the Rommey March, was his , which I saw had great possibilities,®

®0ne of the first engines I bought, Count Zborowski bought the other,
He had arranged that he was going to come in with me fifty=fifty on all the expences
directly after he had driven his last race on the Monza Track. Well; it was his
lost race, poor ohAp...cese As you probably remember......"

I remembereds  Not many people who were Brooklands enthusiasts in the
twenties will forget the big, magnetic owner-driver of "Chitty-Bang-Bang® an
cnormous chassis, powered by a Maybach-Zeppelin engine, Howey, as a matter of
fact, bought it from his widow after that fatal Monza crash. :

: "Well" said Howey, glancing down at the Bentley speedometer which was
showing a smooth eighty five, " that was a pretty bad shack to me, of course,
But I decided to carry on alone," o : '

"I gurveyed the marsh from Hythe to Dungeness, and planned the fourteen
miles of line, It was tricky, there were forty wide dykes to be filled in and
nade ‘solid, and cne fifty foot steel bridge over a streanm was needed. "

"You sec, although our locomotives arc one-third scale minidtures, the
railway was to be for public conveyance, and so everything had to be done under
the cagle eye of the Transport Ministry with its safety regulations,®” R By

| "By the way, we're rather proud that in ten years working with a total
of 1, 500,000 pecplé ecarried we haven't had a single passenger casualty of any kind."

I reflected that a little pride was distinctly pardonable, with engines
that average 30mph on a fifteen inch gauge track and can haul a train of three
hundred passengers at 25 mph up a grade of one in a hundred,

"Although" said the Captain cheerfully," the fourteen mile double track
system with its ten stations, cight steam and one Rolls-Royece motor locomotives
and its passenger coaches cost me £140,000." -

' %The signalling, by the way, is the standard system in miniature, all
boxes being interlocked with standard tappet frame and lever interlocking. Those
at now Rommey and Hythe are seventecn lever boxes, we designed and made the frames
in our own shops," '

"Points are one in cight and one in nine, thats 125 and 150 feet radius.
The rails are British standard flat bottom section 241b, per yard, spicked to
9 ‘inch by 4% inch baltic fir sleepers, creoscted and laid at 22 inch centres, six
spikes per sleeper and eight at rail joints," - _

"As to the locos'," J.E.P. continued, " Greenley, who's now our chief
engineer, designed them all in miniature, from the originals. The six English
pacific type were built by Davey Paxman,ltd., of Colchester, and the Canadian
pacific type were built by the Yorkshire Engineering Co., of Sheffield."

~ "Each of then weighs about eight tons. The English type ccst me-
£1,700 each, but the Canadians were rother more expensive, each came to £2,250."

He swung the Bentley aside into the Littlestone staticn approach, with
its delightful rock garden,
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Trains a Boy Can Drive, c~nt. . ,
"Of course ," -he continued, “altpough{ﬁe kept dead to onc third scale in

cvery way possible, there are some details which had to be altered for practical
use. Connecting rods had t¢ be heavier, boiler tubes and small piping larger.”

"Our new céaches aré exact in outline, but naturally, inside, the seating
accommodation had to £it the hormal type passengef.. - Still, each four passenger
compartment has a separate winding window door, They're all steanm heated, and
cach coach carries cight people.” ol Bisals Sl :

: : WAt first we had a bit of trouble to find a satischtory bfake for the
rolling stock of this size, but I put the problen to the Vacuun Brake Co, of
Manchester to work on the job and they came up and solved the problem magnificently

with a half size combination ejector, and miniature cylinders for the locomotives,
and flexible connections and couplers to suit a threc quarter inch bore train pipe-"

.+ "Since then we're never had a spot of bother, But here you arc -
and here comes MHurricane" my' special locomotive, which I nick-named "Sambo" you -
sce, because she can blacken your foce better and faster than any of the others.™
~ We scrambled out of the Behtley and ran across the narrow tracks. Into
the station came a four foot high "¥Flying Scotsman "with a train of properly scaled
coaches, y, yabsolutely uncanny looking, since there was no visible sign of the driver -
or passengers to give the size contrast, - Just Howey and myself, Wellsian
Cclossor. figures, towering above the Lillfeput giant, . . -~
 Then the docrs opened and the passengers emerged. = From the engine
cab, out stepped the driver, his nane Dan Crittall, from where he’ had been- sitting
or. a special low scat, formed out of the front of the tender. 3 :

Dan makes regular pilgrimages to drive:on the R.H.& D.R. He is one of
Howey's volunteer drivers,,,,, it isn't often you can cateh any boss with a nigger
~ black face, bisected by a forth form grin, playing trains..... . - -

~ "Isn't she grand?" beomed Dan, looking ab "Hurricane" with the eye of a
swain, "You know, she's lovely to drive, . - Wish I could spend every week~end
down here,  Nothing like it, beats every day of going to work as cne has to do."
My own thoughts were thinking much the sane as Dan's. " : "

 Dan, the enthusiast, has driven full sizedmain line locomotives, but
finds the R.H.&D.R¢ has scmething special to offer him, But in this marsh
country he's in good company. ‘The late Sir Henry Segrave was one of the R.H.&D.R.
's keenest footplate men, and the present team, headed by -Capt. Howey, includes
W.Bramble, Chief Locomotive Inspector of the L;N.E.Rs Between then they run
an all year round service, and to mske up for natural winter curtailment, they have
carried as na many as 8,000 passengers in a single day during the summer scason.

veeeshnd so may the R.H.&D.R: continue to give enjdyment to passengers
and staff for many years.to come, - - N o .

Postscript...

" The total of locomctives in Gerald Bowman's article is not quite right,
for some reason he forgot to mention the two 4-8-2's, mountain type locomotives
that were built shortly after the 4-6-2's were delivered to the line, making a
total of nine mainline steam loccmotives all still in serviee to this day.

During the Second World War the line was taken over by the military
authorities who ran a fully armoured train, forming part: of the coastal defence
systen, also the railway played a large part in transporting the fuel cil line
called "PLUTO" which supplied fuel to the allied armies and which ran underneath
the English Channel. » :

The line recpened in 1946 for passenger service, nov only a surmer
service operates. - Since Capt. Howey's death the line has changed hands twice
but still remains privately owned, its present owners forming the railway into a
Co. Op, Society or Company, much the -same as our own Socicties situatiocn,

Also the original loco, an 0-4=0 tender tank, called"the Bug", a German
built locomotive by Krauss of Munich, and which was used for building the railway
has been found in a scrap yard in Ireland and after an overhaul and a new boiler
has been returned to service as an historic working locomotive. ’

ivee.eAnd as Gerald Brvmnn wishes continued long life to the R.H.&D.R, so do I
and may it see its next 50 years and still be mainly steam operated.

Neil Campbell.
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Mar, 179. T.Arney,G.Farkas,M,.McAulay,H.Ryan,M.Tyson,A.MacKellar,N.MacKellar.

Apre 179, W.Richards,I.Ranmsay,T.Geraghty,D.Jones,W.Sandberg,J.HAgan,

Moy, 79, G.Sharp,B,Kilgour,R.Larkin,P.Hinkley,J.B,Hurst,C.Wear,P.Bradley.

Jun. '79, M,Haynes,J.Ssorenson,B.Potter,W,Hamilton,P.Dunn,B.Courtenay,K.Sewell,
Jul. ‘79, J.L.Hurst,J.Davies,R.Lee,N,Campbell,P.Shicls,J.Lyons,V,Lipari,

Aug, '79. B.Hurst,B,Tulloch,4,Etre,L, Thompson,M,Yule,J,.Hyde,B, Rawlinson,

Sept. '79. W.Edgecombe, P, Brotchie, G.EsdailesW.Allison, B, Donovan, B. Peake,J. Leishman,

Gote Duty will be notified personally..

Boiler Certificates.

Our boiler inspectors Messrs.Cec, Gunning and Stan Childs have drawn up
the following 1list of boilers that will be due for renewal of Boiler Certificates

in 19790

OWNER, REG, No. TYPE. GAUGE. EXPIRATION DATE
i in 1979,

D.Jones NA.75.72 4=6-0 23" 1 February.

T.Esdaile NA,75.73 L=8—l, 23" 21 February.

C.Gunning N.,69,18 L—6=1, 33" 16 March,

B.Kilgour NA.68,2 0-6-0 o 15 April

B.Potter NA, 76,74 2-8-0 5" 3 April

G.Sharp NA.69,12 L8t 2:%4' 15 April

Wl.Allison NA,72,.55 L=b=2 33" 3 April

R. Larkin NA.72. 56 L= 5n 3 April

J Hurst NAL72.46 L=6~2 239 5 June

J.Davies NC.69.18 f=6-2 33" 5 June

B.Hurst NA.70.29 2-6-0 2?“ 3 July

J.Singline NA.69.14 Lmly=2 33" 2/, July

B, Tulloch NA,70, 35 Ly=bm? e he 2 August

P.Brotchie NA.69.8 2=8=0 gn /, December
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For Sale,.

Model Engincering Needs.

B.A., nuts and bolts,
Injectors.

‘Westinghouse Pumps.
Orders by phome 623 4137.

Warrick Sandberg,

8.00an to 9.00pm.

by post, ‘Lot 293 Rugby St.,Werrington, 2760.

( No personal callers at above address. ) ~
Orders delivered to the grounds at West Ryde . 3rd Saturday,
v ‘ 00000000000000000000C0

The AALS ground level Coupling Standards will be published next Newsletter,
; Eq,
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